Save Open Space Denver!
2019 DENVER MUNICIPAL CANDIDATES QUESTIONNAIRE
DEADLINE FOR RESPONSES: March 1, 2019
Please send your responses to:

sosphgc@gmail.com No

Questions? Call Maria Flora at (303)345-7811

YOUR NAME:

Lisa Calderón

EMAIL ADDRESS:

lisa@lisa4denvermayor.org

ATTACHED TO THE EMAIL TRANSMITTING THIS QUESTIONAIRE IS A DOCUMENT
IDENTIFIED AS “FACTS REGARDING THE FUTURE OF THE PARK HILL GOLF COURSE
LAND” DATED JANUARY 16, 2019. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS POSTED ON OUR
WEBSITE - www.sosdenver.net
1. Do you believe that the City and County of Denver must protect its perpetual open
space conservation easement that covers the Park Hill Golf Course land and for which
Denver taxpayers paid the Clayton Trust $2 million in 1997?
Yes
No

2. If the answer to Question No. 1 is “no”, please explain your position regarding
protection of this perpetual open space conservation easement.
I have answered Yes, but with further explanation: The city has a legal obligation to protect open
space because it used taxpayer funds to purchased the conservation easement in 1997. The city
must also provide public access to the area defined by the conservation easement into perpetuity.
Pockets of green space -- especially in peripheral urban areas -- need to be maintained to allow
natural areas to coexist with the increased development. These "groundwater recharge" areas are
essential to sustainability of the environment, and make our city more resilient in the face of
emerging climatic events including torrential rainfall and hail storms.

3. The 155-acre Park Hill Golf Course land is the largest remaining undeveloped tract
that potentially could be available to fill the park shortages in Denver. Would you
support the potential acquisition of the Park Hill Golf Course land by the City and
County of Denver for designation as a city park?
Yes
No

4. If the answer to Question No. 3 is “no”, please explain your position regarding a
potential acquisition by the City and County of Denver of the Park Hill Golf Course
land for designation as a city park.
If elected, my administration would abide by the Conservation Easement which the citizens of Denver
purchased. I believe it is essential to preserve our open spaces, and also ensure that they are
accessible and preserved for beneficial community use. I believe the community should be involved in
any further analysis as to the highest and best use of the land as green space. A feasibility study may
result in the possibility to yield the most public benefit, including formally dedicated parks and/or open
space.
What is crucial is the process of ascertaining the future public benefit in a way that is transparent and
fair. This land was set aside for a popular Golf Course it was not reserved to line the pockets of private
developer interests. Now that part of the land area was taken using eminent domain powers to
accommodate the I-70 drainage, we believe it’s important to reaffirm the commitment to honor the City’s
commitment to preserving our public spaces including honoring the terms of the Conservation
Easement.

5.

This land parcel should not be a profit center for private developer interests. Everyone living nearby had
the expectation
thehave
conservation
in effect
forever.
What
vision dothat
you
for theeasement
Park Hillwould
Golfremain
Course
land?

I believe that the vision for the Park Hill Golf Course land should be developed with the direct
participation those who live and work nearby in the greater Park Hill and City Park North
neighborhoods. I see open space area as part of a potential network of bikeable, walkable outdoor
spaces for people living within one mile of an open-space access point. I envision a green city in which
a person's access to open space and parks does not depend on their zip code. Open spaces and parks
should be for all people so that they can relax in beautiful natural environments near where they live.
Further, the Park Hill Golf Course must be viewed as part of a larger city-wide parks and open space
plan. About 50% of Denver's developed land area consists of streets and public right of ways. My
administration will do much more to beautify and expand Denver’s parkways--including having the
Public Works and Park & Recreation departments encourage the replacement of lost tree canopies in
public right of ways--so that they benefit the residents of Denver and help protect Denver from extreme
weather events like floods. However, unlike the current administration, I will not cut down trees and
desecrate parks to protect private developer interests. Finally, as part of this larger, sustainable, and
comprehensive parks plan, I will support increasing the requirement for publicly accessible green
space, vegetated roofs, and living “green walls” to improve the general well-being and environmental
health of parks, streets, homes businesses, and institutions in the center city.

